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Credit Hours: The student will receive 4 credits for completing Nursing 343/344 (3.0 credit hours for lecture; 1 credit hour for 
clinical). The clinical rotation will include one six-hour clinical day for one bi-term. Students will register for either the first bi-
term clinical group or the second bi-term clinical group for N344.  

Prerequisites: NURS 324, 333, 334, 335, 336, 337  Co-Requisites: NURS 329, 341, 342, 344, 413 

Catalog Description: Integration of mental health concepts to provide care to patients experiencing alterations in mental 
health. 

Students are responsible for all policies in the WKU School of Nursing Handbook and the WKU BSN Student Program 
Handbook. The policies, procedures, dates and other information contained in this syllabus are subject to change. Students 
will be given notice of changes should they be needed. 

**Note-November 2nd, 2020 is the last day to drop a full-term class with a W or change from credit to audit status. Students 
not passing with a 77% exam score are asked to consult with their advisor and course faculty to discuss dropping 343/344. 

**Note-Faculty will respond to student emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday. We will respond to emails sent over the 
weekend and holiday within 48 -72 hours. Communication with faculty should be via phone or email. 

** Please note that content for this course may be delivered via face to face instruction, Mediasite lectures or synchronous 
Zoom meetings during class time. University policies decisions related to the COVID 19 pandemic and other issues such as 
adverse weather conditions will impact the delivery format for this course. Students will be notified via email and 
blackboard announcements regarding any changes necessary in course delivery formats and assignment/exam schedules. 
Students should not schedule other course work, employment, or appointments during the 8 am- 11 am time block on 
Thursdays during the Fall 2020 semester.  
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 Program Outcomes Course Objectives Learning Activities & Methods of 
Evaluation 

1. Apply knowledge from the  
     behavioral, biological, physical,  
     and social sciences, and the  
     liberal arts to provide holistic  
     patient-centered care. 

1. Integrate knowledge from other 
disciplines and previous nursing 
course work as it relates to the 
nursing care of mental health 
patients.  

Unit Exams 
Final exam 
Quizzes 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings 

2. Use the nursing process and 
quality improvement to 
provide professional nursing care 
to promote the health and 
wellness of culturally diverse 
patients across the lifespan in a 
variety of settings 

2. Utilize the nursing process to 
identify mental health nursing 
problems and provide care for 
patients.  
  

Unit Exams 
Final Exam 
Quizzes 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings 

3. Demonstrate leadership in the 
     practice of professional nursing. 

3. Collaborate with interdisciplinary 
team in designing/managing holistic 
care of individuals, families and 
groups with mental health issues.     

Unit exams 
Final exams 
Quizzes 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings 

4.Use critical thinking skills in  
    professional nursing practice. 

4. Prioritize nursing interventions in 
providing care for mental health 
patients.  
 

Unit exams 
Final exams 
Quizzes 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings 

5. Use inter- and intraprofessional  
    communication and   
    collaborative skills  in 
    professional nursing practice.  

5.  Demonstrate understanding of 
appropriate communication 
techniques to be used with 
patients and other health 
professionals. 

Unit exams 
Final exams 
Quizzes 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings 

6. Demonstrate the role of teacher  
    in professional nursing practice. 

6. Identify the teaching-learning 
needs of individuals, families, and 
groups with selected mental health 
alterations. 

Unit exams 
Final exam 
Class Discussion 
Assigned Readings  
 

7. Integrate informatics skills in the  
    selection of evidence-based 
    interventions in professional 
    nursing practice. 

7.  Identify evidence-based 
interventions for care of mental 
health patients. 
  

Assigned Readings  
Class Discussion 

8. Adhere to the nursing code of 
    ethics and standards of   
    professional nursing practice. 

8. Adhere to the nursing code of  
ethics and standards of professional 
nursing practice. 
  

Assigned Readings 
Honor code for exams 
Class Discussion 

9. Function as safe and accountable 
     member of the nursing  
     profession. 

 9.Function as an accountable  
member of the nursing profession. 
  

Unit Exams 
Final exam 
Quizzes 
Assigned Readings  
Class  Discussion 

 



Course Requirements: Students must successfully complete both the clinical and lecture components of 
Mental Health Nursing in order to progress in the nursing program. Students who fail Nursing 343 or 
Nursing 344 will be required to repeat both courses in a subsequent semester. Students will not be 
allowed to progress to the next semester with their cohort. Students must request readmission to 
Nursing 343/344, by sending a written request to the program coordinator and the BSN Academic 
Standards Committee. Further details on Nursing 344 will be given in the clinical syllabus. 

Attendance, Preparation for Class and Participation include arriving on time for class; active listening in 
class; respectful attention paid to presenters, instructors and classmates; asking and/or answering 
questions as appropriate, and participation in group/class learning activities. Tardiness, sleeping, 
rudeness, disruptive behavior (ex: talking during class, texting, etc.), inattentiveness, inappropriate use of 
electronic devices and/or working on other assignments in class is grounds for dismissal from that class 
period and receiving a misconduct warning. If a student is asked to leave class for disruptive behavior, 
they will be counted as absent for the time missed after being dismissed from the classroom. Students 
arriving later for class maybe asked to wait to enter until the first break (and this time will count as being 
absent). Attendance may be taken at varying intervals during class. You are expected to be present for 
the entire class session. Chronic attendance or participation issues will be addressed in a conference 
between the student and the course faculty. 

WKU SON Handbook Attendance Policy for the Classroom: Nursing is a pre-professional program of 
study and students are expected to be punctual and attentive in the classroom. When absences 
constitute greater than 20% of total semester class hours, the faculty will issue a professional 
misconduct. The faculty may consider extenuating circumstances after a student provides 
documentation of the event that led to the absences.  

When the student is absent from class because of illness, death in the family, or other justifiable 
reasons, it is the student’s responsibility to consult the instructor at the earliest possible time. (WKU 
Undergraduate Catalog).  

**It may be necessary to hold class in an online format at faculty discretion and/or university closures 
for COVID 19, weather or facility conditions. During such times, students will be notified via 
blackboard regarding the format for content. Lectures and assignments conducted in an online 
environment are considered equivalent to face to face content and students are expected to engage 
in this content fully as if in a face to face setting. Content delivered electronically will be included on 
tests and the final exam. 

Evaluation Methods: Students must obtain a grade of “C” or above to receive credit for NURS 343. 
Students must perform successfully in both the didactic and clinical portions of Mental Health Nursing in 
order to progress in the nursing program. If a student receives an unsatisfactory clinical evaluation in 
NURS 344 at the end of the rotation both NURS 343/344 must be repeated in a subsequent semester. 

Points Distribution: 

**Three Unit Exams: (40 points each)     120 Points 
**Final exam:           80 Points   
***Syllabus Quiz           5 Points 
***Pre-Class Assignments (8 PCAs X 5 points each)     35 Points 
        (Lowest PCA Grade dropped) 
++HESI Psych Exam       10   Points   
TOTAL POINTS         250 Points 



***/++ Pre-Class Assignments (PCA), syllabus quiz and HESI Exam points will only be added after 77% 
achievement on the unit/final exams. Students not achieving 77% on unit/final exams will receive a 
failing grade in Nursing 343 and not progress to the next semester. The final grade after the addition of 
the PCA and HESI Exam points must also equal 77% or higher for the student to successfully pass the 
class (this means that poor performance on the HESI Exam and/or PCAs can lead to failure in the 
course).  

*** The syllabus quiz will be available from 11 am – 8 pm on 8/27/20. It can be repeated until a score of 
100% is achieved. 

***Late PCAs will not be accepted.  Due dates for PCAs are listed in the weekly course calendar. The 
lowest PCA grade will be dropped.  

**Note- Unit and final exams may consist of questions coming from the lecture notes, online lectures via 
talking PowerPoint or Mediasite, HESI case studies, readings from text and journal articles (as assigned), 
videos, and guest speakers. Each unit exam and the final may also contain content from previous exams 
content in N343 and content covered in previously completed nursing courses. Unit and Final Exam 
questions may include a variety of formats (e.g. – multiple-choice, multiple-response, essay, short 
answer, dosage calculation, etc). 

++ The BSN Faculty is committed to student success in both our program and on the NCLEX. Students in 
the BSN program will be required to take HESI Specialty exams at various points in the Nursing 
curriculum. Toward the end of the Nursing 343 course, students will be required to take either the Psych 
Mental Health Specialty Exam or the HESI Practice Mental Health Specialty Exam. The exam is worth 10 
points towards the student’s final grade. Points will be distributed as a percentage based on the 
conversion score the student earns on the exam.  For example, if the student earns a 90% conversion 
score on the HESI exam, they will be awarded 9/10 points.  

-In addition, recommended HESI case studies will be posted in the course content outline. These case 
studies are not mandatory but are highly recommended to improve student clinical reasoning and 
critical thinking. 

The grading scale of the School of Nursing will be utilized in this course.  

Please note that points and final grades in this course are NOT rounded. 

227.5 - 250      points=A (91-100%) 

210 - 227.49    points=B (84-90.99%) 

192.5 - 209.99 points=C (77-83.99%) 

170 – 192.49   points=D (68-76.9%) 

<170 points = F 

 

 

 



Testing Policies- 

1.    See the WKU School of Nursing/BSN Handbook for current Student Testing Policy which apply to 

the program.  Items below apply specifically to Nursing 343. 

2. All students will be expected to have a personal electronic device as designated by the School of 

Nursing for exams.  All devices used must have the minimum system requirements as set by the 

School of Nursing (see below).  Students are to bring a charging cable to plug in their electronic 

device in the event the battery runs low of power during an exam.  If a student arrives without 

their personal electronic device or is unable to complete the exam due to failure of their device, 

they may need to schedule a make-up exam on an alternate date.  

3.    Minimum System Requirements for Student Devices: 

a. Hardware = iPad Air+, iPad Mini+, iPad Pro  
b. Operating system = iOS 10, iOS 11, and iOS 12 (Only genuine versions of iOS are 

supported) 
c. 500 MB of free space required to commence an exam 
d. iPad must not be jailbroken 
e. For questions related to these minimum system requirements and your personal device, 

please contact ExamSoft directly at: 
f. Phone: USA & Canada Toll- Free Phone: 866-429-8889 (24 hour help line)  
g. Email:  support@examsoft.com 

4.    All students must have Examsoft/Examplify downloaded onto their personal electronic testing 

device (iPad) prior to the first exam.   

5.     All students should download their scheduled exams to Examplify on their iPad at least 24 hours 

prior to the scheduled exam administration date and time.  Students will need internet access to 

download the exam.  All exams will be available for download at least 72 hours prior to exam 

administration to allow adequate time for student downloads.  Students should contact 

ExamSoft directly for problems downloading Examplify or any exam. See contact information 

above.  

6.    A student arriving for an exam without the testing software and their schedule exam 

downloaded to their personal electronic device may receive a 10% exam deduction and may be 

required to reschedule a make-up exam for an alternate date.  

7.    Students should arrive at least 5-10 minutes prior to the scheduled exam start time for seat 

assignment.  A student arriving after exam start time will be considered late and may be required 

to reschedule a make-up exam for an alternate date. Students will be assigned seats for each 

examination. If a student attempts to alter or change the assigned seat she/he may receive a 

score of zero on the examination and be asked to leave the room until the examination is 

finished.   
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8.  A student who scores less than 77% on an exam or has other deficiencies such as incomplete 

assignments before the drop date (November 2nd, 2020) should make an appointment with 

faculty for an academic conference.  

9.   Students will have 60 minutes to complete each 40 point unit exam. Students will be given 120 

minutes to complete the 80-question final exam.   

10. Final unit exam scores will be available on Blackboard within one week after the examination is 
complete. Faculty will review item statistics and make decisions on any changes to exam grades 
based on those statistics prior to opening grades in blackboard.  

11. If a student is unable to attend a scheduled examination, the student must notify the faculty prior 
to the examination. The student is expected to contact the faculty as soon as possible to schedule a 
make-up examination. Any exam not taken at the same day and time as the rest of the class may 
have a 10% penalty. 

12. Make-up examinations must be completed within one week of the original test date unless there 
are extenuating circumstances.  Examinations that are not made up within one week of the original 
test date will have the achieved points reduced by an additional 10% each week for each week past 
the due date unless there are extenuating circumstances.  

13.  A student who does not notify the faculty of an absence prior to an examination and/or who 
cannot provide satisfactory justification for the absence will have their achieved points on a make-
up examination reduced by 10% of the total possible points.  

14. A make-up examination may contain items of different formats than the original exam. 

15. After one week following the test, no further test review for that unit exam will be allowed and 
no further adjustment of grades will be made.  If students have concerns regarding a test item, 
they may submit written documentation from their textbook and/or notes to the course 
coordinator (Dr. Garrett-Wright) regarding the question within one week of seeing their test 
feedback.  

16. The final exam will not be reviewed with students who successfully completed the course. 

17. Once the course final grades are calculated and posted on TopNet, no additional test review will 
be considered. 

18. Faculty reserve the right to make changes to the number of items on exams or exam format as 
needed and students will be notified of changes in writing. 

 
     
Instructional methods will include lecture, talking powerpoints and/or mediasite videos, HESI case 
studies and other products, discussion, group work, homework assignments, clinical conferences and 
lectures in Nursing 344 and videos. Assigned readings are important and should be completed prior to 
class attendance.  

 



Required Texts 

Varcarolis, E. M. (2016). Essentials of psychiatric mental health nursing: A communication approach to 
evidence-based care (3rd ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier. 

ExamSoft/Examplify account registration and download.  

Device with Minimum System Requirements (MSR’s) as outlined on the BSN Blackboard Student 

Organizational site. 

Recommended Text 

A NCLEX Review book of the student’s choosing to assist in developing test taking skills.  

Use of PURDUE OWL online program for APA formatting. 

 

Student responsibilities: 

Students are expected to follow all policies printed in the WKU SON Student Handbook. The handbook 
should be reviewed online before the beginning of the semester. Students are also responsible to read 
WKU email frequently to check for Handbook updates from the program coordinator and/or SON 
Director. 

Students are expected to be self-directed and responsible in their own learning. It is the student’s 
responsibility to seek assistance, make up deficiencies, and attend scheduled classes. In the event of an 
absence in class, the student remains responsible for the presented information and assignments made 
during the class.  

Academic Dishonesty: A score of zero will be applied to an exam, quiz, or assignment for which 
academic dishonesty is suspected. In addition, the faculty may give the student a grade of “F” in the 
course. Academic dishonesty encompasses a wide variety of behaviors that include but are not limited 
to copying assignments from other students, completing quizzes with other students, 
plagiarism/incorrect citations in written work and cheating on quizzes and/or exams. Any behavior 
indicative of academic dishonesty will be addressed in a conference with the student and faculty and 
will be documented in the student’s permanent academic record with a Professional Misconduct 
Warning. Students should review the SON Handbook for details on Professional Misconduct Warnings.   

Student Disability Services: In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who require 
academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Student Accessibility 
Resource Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074. SARC can be reached by phone number at 
270-745-5004 [270-745-3030 TTY] or via email at sarc.connect@wku.edu . Please do not request 
accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a faculty notification letter (FNL) from 
The Student Accessibility Resource Center.  

Sexual Harassment Policy: Western Kentucky University (WKU) is committed to supporting faculty, staff 
and students by upholding WKU’s Title IX Sexual Misconduct/Assault Policy (#0.2070) at  
https://wku.edu/eoo/documents/titleix/wkutitleixpolicyandgrievanceprocedure.pdf  and Discrimination 
and Harassment Policy (#0.2040) at 
https://wku.edu/policies/hr_policies/2040_discrimination_harassment_policy.pdf. Under these policies, 
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discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct based on sex/gender are prohibited. If you 
experience an incident of sex/gender-based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct, you 
are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator, Andrea Anderson, 270-745-5398 or Title IX 
Investigators, Michael Crowe, 270-745-5429 or Joshua Hayes, 270-745-5121.Please note that while you 
may report an incident of sex/gender based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct to a 
faculty member, WKU faculty are “Responsible Employees” of the University and MUST report what you 
share to WKU’s Title IX Coordinator or Title IX Investigator. If you would like to speak with someone who 
may be able to afford you confidentiality, you may contact WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center at 270-
745-3159. 

Investigators, Michael Crowe, 270-745-5429 or Joshua Hayes, 270-745-5121.Please note that while you 
may report an incident of sex/gender based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct to a 
faculty member, WKU faculty are “Responsible Employees” of the University and MUST report what you 
share to WKU’s Title IX Coordinator or Title IX Investigator. If you would like to speak with someone who 
may be able to afford you confidentiality, you may contact WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center at 270-
745-3159. 

Honors Augmentations: We welcome students to augment Nursing 343 for Honors Credit. Augmenting 
the course requires completion of the Honors Augmentation Contract and completion of additional 
activities that expand on course topics and/or skills. If you are interested in augmenting Nursing 343, 
please contact Dr. Garrett-Wright during the first week of the semester to set up an appointment to 
discuss the augmentation.  

 

 

 

 

 


